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WHO WE ARE

E3 Alliance is a data-driven education collaborative based in Central Texas and now expanding work across the 
state. Our goal is to increase global competitiveness, economic vitality, and overall quality of life by aligning 
education systems to fulfill every student’s potential. 

WHAT WE KNOW

Dual credit courses prepare students for the rigors of college coursework and the social skills required for 
persistence and completion. At the same time, dual credit coursework correlates with an increase in high school 
graduation and college enrollment, while shortening the time to graduation for two- and four-year students.

Cost across the 
state: Prices 
indicate dual credit 
in-district tuition/
out-of-district 
tuition for three 
semester credit 
hours (one course). 
The cost does not 
consider the cost 
of textbooks or any 
additional fees.



THE PROBLEM

• Students who live within the service area of 
their local community college but outside the 
taxing district often pay significantly greater 
tuition and fee rates.

• Participation in a dual credit program 
requires taking a single-test mastery.

WHY IT IS IMPORTANT

• 26% of students from low-income households 
take dual credit compared to 37% of students 
from non-low-income households.

• Taking 7+ dual credit semester hours is a 
predictor of postsecondary success.

• Dual credit increases the odds of 
postsecondary completion.

THE SOLUTION

• Provide financial aid through community colleges to cover dual-credit course tuition and required fees for 
economically disadvantaged students.

• Set a fixed rate for dual credit courses to ensure equitable access and opportunity.
• Allow multiple measures for entry into the program.

RESOURCES TO LEARN AND SHARE 

Whether you attended or missed this learning opportunity at the Capitol on The Role of Dual Credit in 
Postsecondary Success for Texas Students, visit our website for the presentation and other important resources, 
including comprehensive, groundbreaking research on high school pathways to prosperity. A recording of the 
event is coming soon!
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Please visit our Education Profile for more education 
trends and outcomes in Texas and be sure to follow us 
on Twitter for regular updates about our policy agenda.   

Thank you for your dedication to every student in 
Texas, and we look forward to working with you during 
the 88th Legislative Session. Please contact Jennifer 
Cavazos Saenz for data or policy inquiries. 
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