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PreK to 3rd Grade: Focused on Change



Objectives:

• Create a collective understanding of the relationship between PreK 

enrollment and early grade reading and math

• Create a collective understanding of the change in PreK enrollment and 

attendance

• Understand we need to change to help ensure we are creating a system 

that support all students



What is something that has made you 
change your behavior?

Why?



Equity of Access, Learning, & Success

• Access - intentionally enrolls students from every racial/ethnic, age, socioeconomic, or 

gender group to match the community

• Learning - provides high quality instruction and learning opportunities in and 

outside the classroom that reflect differences in students’ academic preparation 

levels, abilities, and cultural backgrounds

• Success - as the result of policies, practices, procedures, and mindset, there are no race-

or class-based disparities in completion rates overall AND in high-wage, high-demand 

fields and programs of study The Aspen Institute



"When the Texas legislature established the 

prekindergarten program the intent was, and still is, to 

provide early learning experiences to students who are 

most at risk for school failure. Therefore, the eligibility is 

limited. The legislature believed that a high-quality 

prekindergarten program could mitigate the impact of 

the at-risk characteristics, thereby assisting these 

students to become school ready when they enter 

kindergarten."

Texas Education Agency



Predictive Relationships in Education

• PreK Enrollment

• Third Grade Reading

• Kindergarten Readiness

• High School Graduation





PreK Enrollment



Strong Foundational Skills: The Basis 
For Future Learning
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Source: E3 Alliance analysis of Ready,Set,K! data
Enrollment includes Public and Private Pre-K programs

Students with Pre-K Experience More Likely to Be Ready in All Skill Areas
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Kindergarten Readiness by Pre-K Experience, Central Texas 2019-20

Precent of Kindergartner Students rated as Ready by their Kindergarten Teacher by Skill Domain



E3 Alliance analysis of children eligible for Public Pre-K from Ready,Set,K!weighted data
Odds ratios from logistic regression of attending Public Pre-K vs. being at home or with relative, controlling for ethnicity and gender

Eligible Kindergartners who had enrolled in Public PreK
Nearly 3 Times as Likely To Be Ready for School
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Odds that Eligible Children Who Attended Public Pre-K are Kindergarten Ready

Central Texas, 2013-14 to 2018-19

How Much More Likely to be Kindergarten Ready With Public Pre-K



Pre-K Enrollment Declined by 29% from the fall of 2019 to 2020



* Chronically absent is defined as missing more than 10% of time enrolled
Source: E3 Alliance analysis of PEIMS data at the UT Austin Education Research Center

Chronic Absenteeism Dramatically Increased in Early Grades



Reflection:
What do you predict will happen to 

the number of students who are 
ready for Kindergarten?



Kindergarten Readiness



Source: Add the source for the data in this space, so that it’s more clear and gives you more space for the actual data above.

Data Slide Title - 1 line



Source: Add the source for the data in this space, so that it’s more clear and gives you more space for the actual data above.

Predictive Power of Passing 3rd Grade STAAR



* Chronically absent is defined as missing more than 10% of time enrolled
Source: E3 Alliance analysis of PEIMS data at the UT Austin Education Research Center

Chronic Absenteeism Dramatically Increased in Early Grades



Source: E3 Alliance analysis of STAAR data at the UT Austin Education Research Center

Educational Outcomes in Reading



Reflection:
How might we change the system 

to be more responsive to 
Equity of Learning?



Equity of Learning

Provides high quality instruction and learning opportunities 

in and outside the classroom that reflect differences in 

students’ academic preparation levels, abilities, and cultural 

backgrounds



Reflection:
How might we change the system 

to be more responsive to 
Equity of Learning?



Thank 
You! For more data 

visit

data.e3alliance.org



Thank 
You!


