
      
 

 

To: Central Texas Mathematics Alignment Taskforce (CTXMAT) 

From:  Dr. Richard Rhodes, President, Austin Community College District 
 Dr. Gregory Fenves, President, The University of Texas at Austin 
 Dr. Denise Trauth, President, Texas State University 
 Dr. Colette Pierce Burnette, President and CEO, Huston-Tillotson University  

Dr. Glenda Barron, President, Temple College 
Dr. Kelly Crook, Superintendent, Del Valle ISD 

 Dr. Jodi Duron, Superintendent, Elgin ISD 
 Dr. Tom Leonard, Superintendent, Eanes ISD 
 Dr. Douglas Killian, Superintendent, Pflugerville ISD 
 Dr. Royce Avery, Superintendent, Manor ISD 
 Dr. Eric Wright, Superintendent, Hays CISD 
 Dr. Paul Cruz, Superintendent, Austin ISD 
 Dr. Brad Lancaster, Superintendent, Lake Travis ISD 
  

Re: Charge for the CTXMAT 
 

We the undersigned agree with our colleagues that it is essential that our institutions better serve our 
students by improving alignment of mathematics courses and expectations, particularly at the transition 
from high school to college mathematics. 

Background 

Data reveals that currently, only 56 percent of our graduating seniors in Education Service Center Region 
13 have demonstrated their readiness for college mathematics. The equity gaps in this data are of 
particular concern to us. 

% of High School Graduates College Ready in Mathematics,* 2015 - 2016 
Texas Academic Performance Reports, TEA 
https://rptsvr1.tea.texas.gov/perfreport/tapr/2017/srch.html?srch=D 
 

Area Total African American Hispanic White Economically 
Disadvantaged 

Texas 45% 27% 35% 60% 31% 
Region 13 56% 34% 42% 68% 37% 

 

 

 

 



      
 

 

Goals  

As the mathematics pathways movement continues to take hold in Central Texas institutions of higher 
education, we who lead and teach in Central Texas public schools and colleges realize we must support 
high expectations and help every student succeed in and through postsecondary by: 

• Refining our local criteria defining what constitutes college readiness in mathematics content and 
student success skills, with consideration of relevance to students’ program of study and career 
aspirations,  and 

• Ensuring high school mathematics course offerings and advising practices reflect multiple 
mathematics pathways to student success, and, 

• Developing and acting upon district-level policies, priorities, and practices which increase the 
percentage of students who are college ready in mathematics and who complete coursework 
aligned with their college aspirations, and 

• Aligning high school and college mathematics courses and expectations based on the academic 
and career goals of students so that many more students are successful in and through higher 
education. 

Charge 

We therefore charge the CTXMAT to: 

• Examine and document the current alignment of mathematics content - especially content taught 
in the later years of high school - with the content of gateway college mathematics courses.  

• Recommend actions that will result in better alignment of high school mathematics course-taking 
options with the requirements of collegiate programs of study and the expectations of employers, 
recognizing opportunities to leverage new, more targeted math pathways for students.  

• Recommend strategies to address equity gaps that persist in readiness for college mathematics, 
including data gathering and evaluation strategies. 

Timeline 

The aim is for the CTXMAT to complete this work within four to six months. We eagerly await the 
Committee’s recommendations and will present these recommendations to regional leaders at a meeting 
hosted by E3 Alliance and the Dana Center in early Fall 2018. 

 


