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SUMMER LEARNING LOSS: LOW-INCOME STUDENTS LOSE 2 MONTHS OF ACHIEVEMENT, 

WHILE MIDDLE-INCOME PEERS MAKE SLIGHT GAINS 

A national advocacy day to increase awareness of summer learning to help students close achievement gaps  

Austin, Texas – (June 18) – Learning is not just for school time anymore.  That is if students want to retain their skills 

and knowledge during the summer break and not fall behind at the start of the next school year.   According to the 

National Summer Learning Association (NSLA) “most students lose about two months of grade level equivalency in 

mathematical computation skills over the summer months. Low-income students also lose more than two months in 

reading achievement, despite the fact that their middle-class peers make slight gains.”  Common findings across 

numerous studies is clear:  students need to engage in summer learning and activities not to lose ground.   

So, what are these activities?  As it turns out, these are activities that many families already engage in such as 

summer family trips, time at libraries and museums, a summer reading list for their children, and enrolling their kids 

in various enriching summer camps.  These activities do more than fill the time during summer months.  They are 

proven strategies to help students retain their skills and knowledge base, and continue to learn during crucial years 

of schooling.  However, these activities require investment of time and/or money and may not be easily available to 

families.  Laura Koenig, School Readiness Director for E3 Alliance puts it in perspective, “For all children it is critical 

to keep learning going all year long. Without exposure to enriching and engaging activities, children head back to 

school in the fall catching –up instead of moving forward. It especially impacts our low income population because 

families have less disposable income for camps, museums or vacations. Children don’t have access to the types of 

activities that would boost learning and support optimum development.  Our hope is that our region can support 

learning year round for all students.” 

The 2014 Summer Learning Day on Friday, June 20th is a national effort to raise the awareness around this challenge 

in our communities and to showcase some of the initiatives that are currently serving all of our students.  Melanie 

Moore, the Executive Director at KDK-Harman Foundation is putting the focus on STEM education for students, 

“Summer Learning Loss has been shown to be a significant factor in the achievement gap between economically 

disadvantaged youth and their affluent peers.  In an effort to  'stem' the summer learning loss in our Central Texas 

schools, the KDK-Harman Foundation is focused on growing the number and quality of summer STEM programs 

accessible to low socio-economic K-12 populations.  It is much easier to get students to read for pleasure during the 

summer, thus keeping up their reading skills, than it is to get them to do math and science on their own.  This is why 

engaging them with informal STEM learning opportunities is so very important during the summer.” 

Austin is one of the cities participating the Summer Learning Day celebration.  For more information on the activities 
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in Austin visit: http://www.summerlearning.org/?page=summer_learning_day 

### 

Education Equals Economics (E3 Alliance), is a regional, data-driven, education collaborative based in Austin, Texas. 

We are leading the effort to build the strongest educational pipeline in the country to drive economic prosperity for Central 

Texas. We do this by using objective data and focused community collaboration to align our education systems so that all 

students can succeed. Together with the Central Texas community, we have created The Blueprint for Educational 

Change, our region’s strategic plan to build the strongest educational pipeline in the country. www.e3alliance.org 

KDK-Harman Foundation is a private family foundation located in Austin, Texas, whose mission is to break the cycle of 
poverty through education while promoting a culture of giving excellence. With a geographic focus of seven Central Texas 
counties, the Foundation supports nonprofits and schools that work to close achievement gaps for low-income students in 
grades K-12, and to prepare them with 21st Century skills and access to quality careers. www.kdk-harman.org. 
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