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Study probes causes of sehoel absenteelsm
‘Results will help guide needed serwces at Hays cisD
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eplsodes or students from low-income

BY KiM HILSENBECK “
(im@haysfrespress com We have data on who is absent and Bl o Chidrens Optial

Parents at four Hays CISD schools
are being asked to cooperate with a re-
search study on student absenteeisimn,
according to Elsa Hinojosa, executive
director for secondary performance.

Kyle and Fuentes elementary
schools, along with Chapa Middle
School and Lehman High School, are
the focus of a new study by E3 Alliance,
an Austin-based nonprofit working to
ensure academic success in Central
Texas. The study also includes four
schools from Pflugerville ISD.

The main thrust of the research is
to'gather data to help school districts
decide what services and support are
needed for families whose children are
absent from school, specifically those
who miss school on a chronic basis.

“We have data on who is absent

‘and when,” said Amny Wiseman, lead
researcher and project director from
E3, “but we ate missing the why part of
the equatlon '

The “why” is the crux of the study,
according to Wiseman.

She said campuses currently request
data on why a student missed school
and parental or medical notes are
‘required for any absence, excused or
unexcused.

Excused absences include funerals,

family emergencies, illness/medical

visits, weather-related issu’eS_ and visit-
ing a family member in the military.

" Unexcused absences include vaca-

tions, missing the bus and taking care
of another family member.

For purposes of the study, Wiseman

said families are being asked to provide
as much detail about a studentab-
sence as possible ~ which may be mqre

- than they norma]ly provide.-

Hinojosa said, “Students and parents

will continue to follow eur procedures

for reporting absences to their school,
but might receive a follow-up phone
call about the absence.”

Through a grant from Central Health
and St. David’s Foundation, E3 hired
temporary staff at Hays CISD and

Pflugerville ISD during the two-month

study period. They are being paid at

a substitute teacher rate, according

to Wiseman, but there is no cost to

either district for participating in the

research. :
Wiseman said the extra personnel

will make it easier for the campus staff

when, but we are missing the why
“part of the equation.” a

-Amy Wiseman, E3 Alliance Iead _reSeareher and projeet director

—.to contact parents or famﬂy members |

of absent studentsin the event: that

 po excuse OF reason was piovided or "_"'
to gather additional detaJls about an
- absence. .

She added that she de51g11ed ‘the

study to collect riiore detailed informa-

“tion about absenteeism. The tearmn is

particularly interested in chronic ab-
.. Sences— mea:ungstudents ‘who are not. .
in s¢hool more often than the average -
‘number of absences at that campus.

-~ *We are looking for data about
students with common illnesses and
issues, including asthma, diabetes, -

' depressmn anxiety and denfal prob— | _

Iems, Wiseman said,

She said the study aims to determiné

if students who miss school for those-

‘reasons are receiving medical treat- .

ment for those conditions. -
‘And if not, we-would hke to know
why not,” Wiseman said.’ '

However, Wiseman pointed out that,

the research is inténded to capture

data on all absences not ]ust ehromc

Health (COH), another Austin-based
_nonprofit, will map the data to deter-

~inine if there are ariy hotspots inthe re-

spective districts that need ddditional

© services oI support to ensure students’

attendance,
 An‘example of additional services -

y may include a low orno-cost health.

care facility for low-income families,
accordmg to Wiseran.
COH is the same cornpany that con-

_dacted obesity mappmg for the dlstnct .

last year.
‘Inher expenence, Wisema.n said
‘there are three primary barriers pre-

. venting students, particularly from

low-income families, frony seekmg
medical treatment.

- “The cost, having transportatlon to
get to the doctor and work scheduling
confhcts,” said Wiseman, “are the main

reasons we see low-lncome students

not gétting medical treatment.” -

- Byanalyzing the E3 study data, Hi-
no;osasa:d campus leaders will better
understand student attendance trends,

“They can then develop plans 10

increase attendance rates,” she said.

. Wiseman said the data collection for

“the study runs through March 20. She

added that all information is confiden-
tial and students will not be identified

. In the data, which will be avallable later
thls spnng o




